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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide the Board with an opportunity to scrutinise progress on the Local Plan 
Review (LPR) and the intended next steps. 

2. Decision(s) Recommended 

2.1 Scrutiny is asked to: 

(a) Consider progress made to date on the Local Plan Review; 

(b) Review the publicity methods undertaken to date and recommend any 



changes; and 

(c) Recommend that the Member related events identified in this report are 
incorporated into the on-going Member engagement programme. 

3. Background and Progress to Date 

3.1 In July 2015 the Council decided that instead of pursuing a Local Area Plan (LAP) for 
potential development around the HS2 Interchange, it should be pursued through a 
review of the Solihull Local Plan (SLP) which was adopted December 2013.  Two 
further factors also pointed to an early review of the plan; namely to deal with the 
legal challenge to the housing requirement in the SLP and to address the housing 
shortfall that is occurring in the wider housing market area. 

3.2 The timetable1 for the local plan review includes the following steps: 

 Scope, Issues and Options consultation – November 2015 to January 2016 

 Draft Local Plan consultation – December 2016 to February 2017 

 Publication of Submission Draft (for consultation) – winter 2017 

 Submission to Secretary of State – spring/summer 2018 

 Examination of plan – autumn 2018 

 Adoption of the Local Plan Review – winter 2018. 

Scope, Issues and Options consultation (November 2015) 

3.3 The first stage of the LPR consultation took place from 30th November 2015 to 22nd 
January 2016.  At this stage views were invited on the scope of the review, the 
issues that ought to be taken into account and the broad options for growth that 
ought to be considered. 

3.4 The consultation document (available here) set out the key issues/questions and 
broad options for accommodating the anticipated growth.  A summary of the 
representations (and the Council’s responses to them can be found here. 

Draft Local Plan consultation (November 20162) (available here) 

3.5 Consultation on the Draft Plan commenced on 5th December 2016 and finished on 
the 17th February 2017.  Over 1,750 responses were received and a summary of the 
representations was reported to Cabinet Member for Managed Growth on 18th July 
2017. 

3.6 An overall summary of representations has now been published and can be found 
here.  In addition schedules of individual summaries arranged by question/site and 
by respondent were also published, these can be found here and here 

3.7 Alongside the representations an updated schedule of “Call for Sites” Submissions 
(July 2017) was also published and it can be found here 

Publicity Arrangements Used for the Draft Local Plan 

3.8 At the Board meeting on 14th March 2017 Members reviewed the arrangements that 
had been made in undertaking the consultation on the Draft Local Plan.  Members 
welcomed the high response rate that had been achieved and requested that the 
results of the consultation be indicated geographically3.  No other suggestions were 

                                            
1
 The timetable as set out in the May 2016 LDS was amended following the Managed Growth Cabinet 

meeting on 18
th
 July 2017 – the amended version is as indicated in this paragraph. 

2
 The document was dated November 2016 as Cabinet approval for consultation was given in November 

although the consultation commenced in December.  
3
 The DLP Summary of Representations document includes an A3 plan that plots the locations of 

respondents. 

http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/LPR_Scope_Issues_and_Options_Consultation_Full.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/Scope_Issues_and_Options_Summary_of_Represenations_and_Responses.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/Draft_Local_Plan_05.12.16.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/DLP_-_Summary_of_Representations.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/DLP_Reps_-_All_by_Question.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/DLP_Reps_-_All_by_Name.pdf
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Planning/LPR/Call_for_Sites_Schedule_July_2017.pdf


made in relation to the consultation arrangements that were put in place for the draft 
plan. 

Involving Members in Progress to Date 

3.9 To ensure that Members have had the opportunity to engage with the LPR, a series 
of workshops have been undertaken as follows: 

3.10 Workshop 1 - 14th Jan 2016 – Members workshop on Scope, Issues and Options 

 Explanation and discussion of the issues. 

 Role of Members 

 Discussion on spatial options using an exercise in distributing growth using 

counters equivalent to 500 dwellings  

3.11 Workshop 2 - 28th Jul 2016 – Members workshop on Developing the Draft Local Plan 
(part i) 

 Understanding the emerging evidence base 

 Developing a vision 

 Assessing options against the vision 

3.12 Workshop 3 - 6th Sep 2016 – Members workshop on Developing the Draft Local Plan 
(part ii) 

 Understanding constraints and opportunity mapping 

 Testing a range of potential allocations to enable an understanding to be 

gained of: 

 Advantages/disadvantages of potential sites 

 Principles that should be accommodated in any allocations 

 Infrastructure requirements 

3.13 In addition to the above, opportunity has been taken to provide an update to all 
Members via email when particular stages have been reached. 

3.14 Attendance at the workshops (which generally took place between 4:00pm and 
6:00pm) was typically around 20-25 Members at each.  At an earlier scrutiny session 
Board Members reported that the workshops were well organised and effective, but 
they felt that attendance could have been higher.  They therefore suggested 
surveying Members to ascertain views on the process used for Member 
engagement. 

3.15 Officers asked all Members to answer a short survey on the workshops that had 
been undertaken.  The nine responses that were received (which made the following 
comments) were reported to the Board meeting on 14th March 2017: 

 Whether 4:00pm was a convenient time for the briefings – seven considered it 
to be so.  

 Whether alternative times (am, early pm or evening) would be preferred – 
three didn’t believe so, two preferred evenings and one suggested early am.  

 All those who answered believed the content was appropriate. 

 All but one who answered believed that there was an appropriate balance 
between presentations and interactive exercises. 

 All those who answered believed it was beneficial that ATLAS facilitated the 
workshops. 



3.16 As a result of this feedback, the Board did not recommend that changes (ie venue, 
starting time or use of external facilitators) ought to be made to workshop 
arrangements. 

3.17 The following additional comments/suggestions were also made in relation to the 
future content of the sessions: 

 Implications for recreational facilities and new provision. 

 Focus should be on own wards. 

 Keeping informed is important. 

 How the scoring works. 

 Impact on existing infrastructure. 

4. Next Steps 

Housing Market Area (HMA) 

4.1 Planning for an area’s needs should be undertaken at the ‘Housing Market Area’ 
level, and in this respect Solihull is one of 14 local planning authorities that is within 
(in whole or in part) the HMA that includes Birmingham and surrounding authorities.  
The Scope, Issues and Options Consultation set out that across the HMA there is a 
shortfall of some 37,500 dwellings between the number of houses needed between 
2011 and 2031 and the number of dwellings included in authority’s current (or 
emerging) development plans. 

4.2 It is recognised that this is a shared issue for the HMA as a whole and a number of 
districts will be in a position to help to accommodate some of this shortfall.  It is 
expected that this will be one of the key issues to be addressed through the on-going 
and legal obligation under the duty to cooperate. 

4.3 Through the Draft Local Plan, the Council included within the housing requirement a 
figure that not only accommodated the Borough’s own needs (which was not being 
achieved through the SLP 2013), but also tested incorporating a contribution of 
2,000 towards accommodating the shortfall noted above. 

4.4 The 14 HMA authorities have now commissioned a HMA wide “Strategic Growth 
Study”.  The purpose of the study is as follows:  

 “The scale of the housing shortfall in the Greater Birmingham and Black 
Country Housing Market Area (GBHMA) has been formally acknowledged 
through the adopted Birmingham Development Plan and the PBA Strategic 
Housing Needs Study. The purpose of this study is to build on this and other 
evidence to identify more specific options and broad locations for addressing 
the shortfall, which can be delivered by the market.” 

4.5 The outcome from the study (expected autumn 2017) will help inform the duty to 
cooperate discussions. 

4.6 It is important to stress that through the duty to cooperate the constituent local 
authorities agree to test the distribution of the housing shortfall in their plans.  If 
through the plan making process it becomes clear that the level of housing expected 
to be provided in an area can not be sustainably accommodated (and a plan is found 
sound on this basis) then the issue would need fresh consideration across the HMA.  
This was a factor effectively acknowledged by the Birmingham Development Plan 
Inspector who recommended modifications to the plan to ensure appropriate 
monitoring of plan making progress takes place across the HMA as a whole. 

Housing Need 



4.7 The white paper Fixing Our Broken Housing Market published in Feb 2017 includes 
proposals for ‘making sure every community has an up-to-date, sufficiently ambitious 
plan’ and signals the intention that the Government will introduce a standard 
methodology for assessing housing need. 

4.8 A recent announcement4 has indicated that consultation on the standard 
methodology will take place in September 2017 when Parliament returns.  The 
announcement also indicates that if a plan is submitted for examination before 31st 
March 2018 then it can progress on the basis of using the existing methodology for 
calculating housing need; inferring that plans submitted after this date will be 
expected to use the new standard methodology. 

4.9 This may have implications for the Local Plan Review and progress of the white 
paper & standard methodology will be closely monitored. 

Future Member Events 

4.10 Further Member workshops will be arranged as the next version of the plan is 
worked up.  It is expected that the following issues will be covered: 

 Workshop 4 - Awareness raising and understanding the consequences of the 

representations made on the Draft Local Plan Consultation. 

 Workshop 5 - Emerging concept masterplans including how different densities 

affect capacity; which may be key elements of plans that should be drawn out 

and included in the policy requirements; and how infrastructure can be 

delivered 

 Workshop 6 - Developing the submission version of the local plan (including 

potential reasons why options may be included and why others may not be). 

4.11 Board Members are invited to suggest any other issues that they believe ought to be 
covered in the all Member workshops. 

4.12 Dates5 for the workshops have been arranged as follows: 

 Workshop 4 – 19th September  

 Workshop 5 – October, Date TBC  

 Workshop 6 – Date to be fixed but expected November. 

Consultation Arrangements for Submission Version of Plan 

4.13 Members have previously welcomed the high response rate to the DLP consultation 
and it is intended that the same arrangements will be used to publicise the next 
iteration of the plan (the submission draft) when it is ready to be consulted upon 
during winter 2017. 

4.14 The intended arrangements for the consultation are set out in an appendix to this 
report.  Board members are invited to consider whether any other arrangements 
should be included. 

Concept Masterplans 

4.15 The DLP sets out the principle of requiring concept masterplans for each of the 
allocated sites.  These plans are expected to include: 

 A clear objective/aim for what is intended to be achieved in the overall 

                                            
4
 Newsletter from the DCLG’s Chief Planner (July 2017).   

5
 Arrangements are being pursued on the basis of sessions starting at 4:00pm as no feedback to the contrary 

was given by Board Members when reviewing workshops in March 2017 



development. 

 That key site constraints have been identified (both those that are fixed (i.e. to 
be accommodated within the scheme (e.g. important open spaces)) and those 
that need to be overcome or mitigated). 

 That all the different land uses/proposals and their scale that the site is to 
accommodate (including dwelling capacity) have been identified (this will 
include key green infrastructure/open space (including, where relevant, areas 
of biodiversity value that are to be retained) either within the site or adjacent 
to it). 

 Key access and movement routes to and through the site. 

 The infrastructure that is required to make that development an attractive and 
sustainable location has been identified. 

 A clear phasing and delivery programme (and this may demonstrate the need 
for critical infrastructure to be in place before occupation of certain phases). 

 Establishing a clear and logical boundary to identify precisely the land to be 
released from the Green Belt (for those allocations which require land to be 
removed from the Green Belt).  This does not mean that all of the site will be 
developed as it is necessary to ensure a clear, logical and defensible 
boundary to the Green Belt is formed. 

4.16 Once complete the masterplans will be incorporated into the submission version of 
the local plan. 

4.17 Given the diversity of allocated sites that vary by nature, size and developer interest 
(that range from a single promoter to a complex range of land interests), there is not 
a single uniform approach as to how the plans ought to be prepared.  Where 
possible emerging plans from those promoting sites will be the starting point and 
where there are multiple interests the preference is for a coordinated input that can 
show a comprehensive approach to bringing the site forward.  If this is not possible 
the Council’s Urban Design team will seek to provide the co-ordinating role. 

4.18 Work on these has been put in hand and it is anticipated that the submission version 
of the plan will be supported by a separate volume prepared by the Council’s Urban 
Design team.  At the time the submission version of the plan is subject to 
consultation, comments will also be invited on the content of the concept master 
plans.  This will be the formal opportunity for consultation on them. 

4.19 The DLP indicates that the masterplans should be drawn up in conjunction with 
Parish Councils and Neighbourhood Planning Forums – particularly important for 
those bringing forward a neighbourhood plan.  Prior to their incorporation into the 
submission version of the plan the relevant emerging concept masterplan will be 
shared with Parish & Town Councils (PTCs) and Neighbourhood Planning Forums 
(NPFs) and opportunity given to feed into the process at this early stage. 

4.20 This should be seen to allow early engagement and is not intended to replace formal 
consultation that will take place when the submission version of the plan is 
published.  Therefore PTCs & NPFs should consider material provided at this stage 
to be work in progress (that does not at this point represent the Council’s formal 
policy position) and it being akin to an applicant sharing pre-application proposals 
with them prior to the submission of a planning application. 

4.21 It should also be noted that work on these plans is taking place in relation to all 
allocations included in the DLP.  This does mean that there is some work at risk 
should one or more of the allocations not be included in the submission version of 
the local plan.  Those promoting sites have been made aware of this position.  



Undertaking work in this manner allows progress to be made in parallel to the 
preparation of the submission version of the plan.  It is only when Cabinet approve 
the consultation version of the submission draft will the Council be making a formal 
decision on which sites to include in the next version of the plan. 

5. Evaluation of Alternative Option(s) 

5.1 The early stage of the LPR process sought views on the scope of the review, the 
issues to be considered and the broad options for accommodating growth.  These 
have been evaluated as part of the plan making process and the Council’s preferred 
option was included in the Draft Local Plan.  The consultation from the draft local 
plan will help shape the next iteration of the plan. 

6. Reasons for Recommending Preferred Option 

6.1 These were set out in the Draft Local Plan and supporting documents. 

7. Scrutiny 

7.1 The Economic Development and Managed Growth Scrutiny Board have considered 
the Local Plan Review on the following occasions: 

 17th March 2016 

 13th September 2016 

 14th March 2017 

7.2 The Board’s remit is to focus on the process of undertaking the local plan review 
rather than the merits of the plans contents. 

8. Implications 

Delivery of the Council’s Priorities 

8.1 The options/proposals in this report will contribute to the delivery of the following 
Council Priorities:  

 Managed Growth 

o Local Plan delivery and review. 

o Deliver the North Solihull Regeneration Programme. 

o Define and develop the Council’s approach to development of, and 
access to, housing. 

o Delivering UK Central. 

o Delivering the HS2 Growth Strategy and managing the construction 
impacts. 

 Build Stronger Communities 

o Develop community capacity and enhance engagement and co-
production to identify and meet local needs. 

Policy/Strategy Implications 

8.2 Review of the local plan will address the issues associated with the absence of an 
overall housing target in the adopted plan, and provide the framework for growth 
envisaged for UK Central. 

8.3 As the plan is being prepared the opportunity will be taken to align it with and be 



informed by the work being undertaken on other strategies, e.g. Solihull Connected 
(and vice versa). 

Meeting the duty to involve   

8.4 Engagement with stakeholders and other local authorities is an integral part of the 
Plan process, which the Council is required to demonstrate through to the 
Examination (and beyond). 

8.5 Appendix A sets out the consultation methods and events to be used in relation to 
the next round of consultation. 

8.6 Formal arrangements were made during the consultation exercise for Member 
engagement and this included support from the Homes and Community Agency 
through their advisory team (ATLAS) who assist with large proposals.  This will be 
ongoing through the LPR review process 

Financial Implications 

8.7 None as a direct result of this report. 

Legal implications 

8.8 None as a direct result of this report. 

Risk Implications 

8.9 None as a direct result of this report. 

8.10 The revised timetable that has been set remains a challenging one.  New issues that 
may arise from further consultation, or the findings from evidence, may impact upon 
the timetable.  This may include factors not wholly within the control of the Council, 
for example progress under the duty to cooperate and issues arising out of a 
potential standard methodology for calculating housing need. 

8.11 It should also be recognised that not having a plan in place in a timely manner may 
also have an impact on potential planning appeals that may be lodged. 

Statutory Equality Duty 

8.12 None as a direct result of this report. 

8.13 A Fair Treatment Assessment (available under the evidence base publications) was 
undertaken as part of the development of the draft plan. 

Carbon Management/Environmental 

8.14 None as a direct result of this report. 

Partner Organisations 

8.15 None as a direct result of this report. 

Safeguarding/Corporate Parenting Implications 

8.16 None as a direct result of this report. 

Customer Impact 

8.17 None as a direct result of this report. 

Other implications 

8.18 None as a direct result of this report. 

9. List of Appendices Referred to 

A – Consultation arrangements to be put in place for submission version of the plan. 



10. Background Papers Used to Compile this Report 

10.1 Reviewing the Plan for Solihull’s Future – Local Plan Review - Scope, Issues and 
Options Consultation (November 2015). 

10.2 Reviewing the Plan for Solihull’s Future – Local Plan Review - Scope, Issues and 
Options Consultation – Summary of Representations and the Council’s Response 
(April 2016). 

10.3 Reviewing the Plan for Solihull’s Future – Local Plan Review – Draft Local Plan 
(November 2016). 

10.4 Reviewing the Plan for Solihull’s Future – Local Plan Review – Draft Local Plan – 
Summary of Representations (July 2017). 

11. List of Other Relevant Documents 

11.1 N/A 

 
 



Economic Development & Managed Growth Scrutiny Board – 13th September 2017 
 
Local Plan Review 
 
Appendix A - Solihull Submission Draft Local Plan – Summary of Intended 
Consultation Activities 
 
Consultation Period 
 

 Consultation to run for a six week period, unless it spans the Christmas period in which 
case eight weeks shall be provided. 

Letters, Emails and Publicity 

 Over 1,300 emails / letters to be sent to all stakeholders on the Local Plan Consultation 
Database, including all those who had made submissions in the ‘Call for Sites’ exercises 
and those on the Council’s Self-Build and Custom Build Register.  This will inform 
interested parties of the consultation, details where to get further information (including 
dates of drop-in sessions) and an explanation of how to respond.  

 Letters (expected to be approx. 1,200) to be sent to those with property / land located 
either within or adjacent to one of the proposed site allocations. The letters will outline 
the Local Plan Review process and explained how to respond. 

 Stakeholders will be given the option of responding to the consultation through an online 
consultation response portal, electronically by email or by post. 

 The local plan and associated documents will be available for inspection at Council 
(Connect) offices and all libraries within the Borough. 

 DLP summary leaflets will be prepared and distributed to libraries, Council (Connect) 
offices and Parish Councils.  Councillors and Council Officers will also make these 
leaflets available at all consultation events. 

Web-based communication and Social Media 

 A link to the DLP consultation will available on the homepage of the Council’s website.  

 The DLP and all evidence base documents will be available to view on the Planning 
pages of the Council’s website, including a link to the on-line consultation response 
portal, details of where to get further information and alternative ways to respond. 

 To be publicised on the Council’s ‘Get Involved’ Website. 

 The consultation will be promoted through Solihull Stay Connected – a free email alert 
service that provides Council updates to registered users. 

 The consultation will be promoted through the Council’s Twitter and Facebook accounts 
through regular Tweets and posts that will be expected to reach many thousands (the 
last consultation had over 20,000 ‘reaches’ through these means).  

Press Coverage 
 

 Press releases to be issued by the Council. 



 During the DLP consultation articles were also included by various press outlets and the 
Communications teams will support requests for information from journalists to enable 
features on the plan to be provided. 

Engagement with Stakeholders 
 

 Static exhibitions/drop in sessions were arranged for the DLP consultation and attracted 
many visitors.  Sessions were held during the week and weekend (typically from 11am to 
3 pm) and it is intended that these be repeated as follows: 

o Balsall Common – Saturday 

o Bluebell Centre, North Solihull – Saturday 

o Dickens Heath – Saturday 

o Knowle – Saturday 

o Shirley - Saturday 

o Solihull Town Centre – week day and Saturday 

 Briefing sessions for Parish Councils and Neighbourhood Planning Forums will be 
provided at a choice of Solihull Town Centre and Bluebell Centre giving representatives 
the choice of three morning/afternoon sessions. 


